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If you’ve been a part of church planting for any length of time, 
you’ve probably been asked the infamous question, “Why 
do we need new churches? Aren’t there enough of them 
already?”

If you’ve been faced with this question on your journey, you 
aren’t alone! The same is true for our team at Stadia. And 
while the specifics of the answer may change, the substance 
is always the same: We need new churches so the next 
generation can experience the life-changing hope of Jesus. 

Over and over again, statistics bear out the fact that new 
believers and the next generation of young people are more 
likely to engage (or re-engage!) with Jesus at a new church 
than at an established one. As church closure rates and non-
affiliation with religion continue to skyrocket around the world, 
we believe wholeheartedly that the church – the bride of Christ 
– is the way forward, and that new churches that thrive, grow, 
and multiply will become the heartbeat of a revival that turns 
more and more hearts to Jesus.

Another question we frequently get at Stadia is, “What does 
Stadia even mean?” A stadia is a unit of measure used by John 
in the book of Revelation to describe the size of heaven – the 
boundaries of a space that we are told will be filled with “a 
great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb…” (Rev. 7:9)

At Stadia, we are thrilled to be a part of a mission that directly 
helps build the multitude described in Revelation 7– and we 
are honored to be able to partner with so many other leaders 
and organizations who are equally committed to ensuring 
that the entire next generation has access to the hope of 
Jesus! The content you’ll read in the following report is a 
testament, not to Stadia’s good work, but to the commitment 
and dedication of every partner, organization, and church that 
works every day to ensure that more and more people have a 
church home – whether it be in the physical space, the digital 
space, or both!

Whether or not we ever meet this side of the 12,000 stadia of 
heaven, we are grateful every day to be on mission together 
with you – until every child on the planet has a church.

Greg Nettle  
Stadia President
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Stadia’s mission is to help 
you start thriving, growing, 
multiplying churches for 
the next generation.
We’re committed to pursuing this mission until every 
child on the planet has a church to call home.

Relationships 
Since God created people to be in relationship with 
Himself and one another, thriving can only happen in 
the context of relationships. That’s why we relentlessly 
pursue relationships with others and actively help 
others connect in relationship with one another.

Urgency 
There are billions of people who need to know the 
transformational hope of Jesus, so we pursue our 
mission with urgency until each one of those people 
has access to His hope through a thriving church.  

Impact 
Thriving, growing churches multiply their impact 
locally and around the world. That’s why we are 
committed to partnering with high-impact leaders, 
partners, and organizations across the globe until 
every child on the planet has a church to call home.

Children 
Most people who make a lifelong decision to follow 
Jesus do so before they turn 18. We believe that to 
truly thrive, churches must focus on the needs of 
children, and that focus is in the DNA of every church 
Stadia helps you to start.

Celebration 
Each new person who finds the transformational 
hope of Jesus through a thriving, growing, multiplying 
church makes God rejoice - so we rejoice, as well!

MISSION/vision/values

We pursue 
thriving, growth, 

and multiplication 
in five ways:
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God has called church 
planters and pastors to 
something BIG.
But too often, limited resources or a lack of trusted relationships can make it hard 
for planters and pastors to ensure their churches don’t just survive, but thrive, 
grow, and multiply. As church leaders ourselves, we’ve been there. With a 90% 
success rate in new churches and thousands of leaders served, we are committed 
to providing leaders the relationships and resources they need to help their 
churches THRIVE. 

In 2021, Stadia had the privilege to help start:

84 456372
churches in the US churches in 2021  

(and over 1,700
churches since 2003)churches around the world

In 2021, Stadia had the 
privilege to serve:

In 2021, Stadia:

thousands

+
>3,500
284

1,2995 25

of people served by newly equipped leaders 
through the new digital church reality

churches through 
phygital learning 
communities

women through 
Bloom

virtual 
assessments

high-impact strategic 
partners

ServedFacilitated Worked with

pastors through webinars 
and other services
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An Interview with 
Lifepointe’s Austin Abney
Stadia: Tell us about yourself!

Austin: My name is Austin Abney. I grew up in 
Lexington, Kentucky and later on the Gulf Coast of 
Florida. Over the last 19 years of ministry my wife, 
Ashley, and I have had the opportunity to serve 
in youth ministry, church planting, and multisite 
ministry across the US. Today, I serve as a co-
vocational pastor with Lifepointe Church and as a 
realtor in the Raleigh area.

S: Tell us about how your church has embraced 
a different model of church.

A: Over the last 15 months we have worked to 
expand our efforts to help people in Wake County 
and beyond connect with God by adding two new 
ministry environments. These different modes 
of ministry enable us to reach people across a 
spectrum of faith, curiosity, and stage in life.

In addition to Sunday morning in-person worship 
we added a second ministry environment called 
Church Online. For Lifepointe, Church Online serves 
as a staffed worship environment where people can 

begin to connect with Lifepointe, with each other, 
and with God. Our goal is to help people move from 
online to offline and connect in one of our other two 
in-person ministry environments.

The third ministry environment at Lifepointe is also 
our newest. It is called Church on the Block. Church 
on the Block exists to help people connect with 
God in their specific communities, neighborhoods, 
and streets. We believe life happens best in the 
neighborhood and seek to equip disciples of Jesus 
to lead localized expressions of the church where 
life is already happening. 

S: What is a win you have experienced?

A: Our first Church on the Block location chose not 
to recruit from within the church. They are a large 
family and natural extroverts. To date, they are 
running nearly 17 people weekly reaching neighbors 
and friends across a spectrum of faith. They meet 
weekly, serve monthly, and host parties on a regular 
basis in the hope that their neighborhood connects 
with God.

S: What is a challenge you have experienced?

A: Church on the Block is a vastly different model 
than our church has been used to over the last 18 

years. For this reason, helping communicate the 
vision clearly enough to recruit leaders to leave a 
Sunday morning experience they love has been 
slow going.

S: What advice would you give church leaders as 
they work through new expressions of church?

A: Determine ahead of time a long runway for 
success. If you’re entrepreneurial by nature 
you dream of change and you likely dream of it 
happening quickly. My wife always says, “You can 
turn a jetski on a dime. If you do that with a cruise 
ship you’ll break it in two.” Lasting change takes 
time, so give it the time required. 

Learn more about Lifepointe’s expressions of 
church at www.lifepointechurch.com

church
on the
block:

U.S. church planting

“We believe life happens 

best in the neighborhood...”

-Austin Abney
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New Continents, 
New Believers

After working in law, business, and local church 
ministry, Frederic and Nadine Libert, along with their 
two young daughters, began the greatest adventure 
of a lifetime in the middle of a worldwide pandemic.

After seeking counsel and assessment through 
Stadia in early 2021, Fred and Nadine, both gifted 
communicators and strong leaders, launched 
laliberté.live, a co-continental digital expression of 
the church. Originating from Montreal, Canada, and 
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
hundreds of curious people followed this new 
church, drawn by a fantastic worship team in Africa 
and a dynamic leadership duo in Canada. 

Soon after launching digitally, an open call to action 
resulted in more than 100 applications for small 
group leaders, and more than 800 people indicated 
the desire to join a group once launched. These new 
groups have now been formed on 4 continents and 
in more than 40 countries. Soon after starting, there 
were spontaneous requests for baptism from new 
believers in Morocco, Tunisia, and France!

Very quickly, a network of supporting churches 
has begun coming together, as well—Life.Church, 
Christ’s Church of the Valley (AZ), Parkview 
Christian Church (IL), Westside Family Church (KS) 
and Stadia are all surrounding Fred, Nadine and 
their family in this church planting adventure. 

In the early days of September 2021, the Liberts 
moved their young family from Montreal to 
Kinshasa, DRC. The online church continues 
to gather hundreds through laliberté.live and 
preparations are underway to launch the first in-
person congregation in Kinshasa. The capital of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo is the most 
populous French-speaking city in the world, ahead 

of Paris. The total population is approaching 20 
million people. Of the 350 million French speakers 
in the world, 60% are in Africa and by 2050 this 
proportion is expected to increase to 90% among 
15-29 year olds. By 2060 there could well be 1 
billion French speakers in the world, with more than 
half of those on the African continent. 

The name of this movement, LaLiberté.live, means 
liberty. Laliberté.live exists so that you can know 
Jesus, live free, discover who you are, and walk 
in your destiny. Stadia is excited to help Fred 
and Nadine, and even more excited to learn from 
them as they make disciples who use their gifts to 
multiply God’s kingdom. 

Want to learn more? Reach out to Fred Libert at 
flibert@laliberte.live 

Around the World

Soon after starting, there 
were spontaneous requests for 
baptism from new believers in 
Morocco, Tunisia, and France!
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digital
ministry
leading to
Discipleship
My name is Christopher Monroe. I grew up in 
church and felt God’s call on my life at a young age. 
I moved to Beaver Dam, KY in 2003 and there I met 
my wife, Kristi. We were married in 2004 and have 
been serving in ministry together since before we 
were married.

In 2018 God began to deal with us and shake our 
life up a bit – specifically, about planting a church. It 
was a long journey to get to a place where we both 
said yes to God, and in 2020 we sat down with our 
pastor to talk about what we felt God was calling us 
to do: plant Relate Church.

When we first set out to plant a church, we were 
planning on planting a physical church - and then 
came COViD. So, we took a step back to see just 
how God was leading us. We didn’t know digital 
was an option. We began to do some ministry on 
Facebook just trying to encourage people, and the 
more we moved in that direction, the more we felt 
God leading us. It was Kristi who first said, “What 
if we start the church digitally?” And from there we 
have been on a journey to see just what that meant 
for us.

Now, Relate Church exists to build relationships with 
God, each other, and our communities, but it is not 
bound to a physical location. Instead, Relate Church 

is a digital church that meets primarily on Facebook. 
We have the ability, through technology, to be a hub 
to train and release people into their neighborhoods 
and workplaces to reach those who are far from 
Christ. We have embraced The Timothy Initiative 
discipleship program that focuses on teaching 
others how to share their story and God’s story in 
simple and reproducible ways, training leaders to 
begin to have groups in their homes, coffee shops, 
workplaces, or wherever God might open a door - 
to take what we learn digitally into the physical.

Recently we had the privilege to baptize a mother 
and son. It was an awesome day and a great 
experience to be able to have our first baptism. But 
the challenges we’ve faced are no different than 
what you would experience in a physical church. 
For us, not coming in originally with the thought 
of planting digitally was figuring out what that was 
going to look like. We hadn’t seen very many digital-
only churches, just physical churches broadcasting 
their physical services, and we wanted to do more 
than that. It took time and experimenting to really 
come up with what Relate Church would look like.

Another challenge is one most digital planters 
will face on some level - getting people to buy 
into digital church. But when you remember that 
the people you are trying to reach are not church 
people and most of them don’t care what church 
looks like, it makes it a little easier. The “church 
world” will come around if we can focus on the 
mission God has given us and try not to feel like we 
have to prove ourselves constantly. In my Stadia 
cohort, there were three digital planters - not a 
single one of our churches look the same. Find what 
works for you and your context and run with it.

You don’t have to have it all figured out from the get 
go. Take that first step and follow God’s leading. He 
will direct the next one.

Want to learn more about Relate Church? Visit 
relatechurch.online

“Now, Relate Church exists 

to build relationships with 

God, each other, and our 

communities, but it is not 

bound to a physical location.”

-christopher monroe

phygital community
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next steps
God’s favor is on the 
work of church planting
In the past eighteen years, Stadia has had 
the honor to see over 1,700 new churches 
started all around the world. From helping 
leaders start dozens of churches a year 
to helping leaders start hundreds, we 
know that God’s favor is on the work of 
church planting.

But we see the way the landscape is 
changing, and we know that doing things 
the same old way won’t ever help us 

achieve our vision of every child on the 
planet having a church to call home. Each 
year, nearly 4,000 churches close their 
doors forever – and this church closure rate 
has increased at alarming rates over the 
course of the past two years. New research 
also indicates that nearly 1/3 of adults 
across the country are no longer affiliated 
with any kind of religion. Add that to the 
tens of millions of people predicted to walk 

next steps

away from faith in the next years, and a 
booming population that is increasingly 
less open to Christianity, and we at Stadia 
are convicted that even hundreds of new 
churches a year are too few to reach 
everyone who needs to experience the 
life-changing hope of Jesus. Though 
we are honored to have seen incredible 
growth in the number of churches we have 
the privilege to help start, we also know 
that the pace of church planting has to be 
rapidly accelerated. 

How? By making the relationships and 
resources that new church planters need 
more accessible than ever before. In 
addition to walking alongside individual 
church planters and other kingdom-
minded organizations by offering a full 
suite of church planting services, Stadia is 
also working towards platforming content 

that will allow any church leader in the 
world access to the resources they need 
to start new churches that thrive, grow, 
and multiply in their specific contexts. 
Our hope is that this platform will provide 
real-time training and resources, as well 
as encouragement and relational access 
to a community of other leaders looking to 
help their churches thrive.

With confidence that God’s passion 
for His church will lead Him to do 
immeasurably more than we ask or 
imagine, we look forward to continuing 
to partner with leaders and organizations 
like you to keep starting thriving, growing, 
multiplying churches for the next 
generation – until every child on the planet 
has a church to call home.

16 17



18 19



Greg Nettle 
President

Jeff Bennett 
V.P. of U.S. Church Planting

Yucan Chiu 
Catalyst for Diversity, Equity,  
& Inclusion

Brent Foulke 
V.P. of Global Church Planting

Janie Mehaffey 
V.P. of Culture & Team Development

Justin Moxley 
V.P. of Mission Advancement

Matt Murphy 
V.P. of Mission Support

Craig Whitney 
V.P. of Church Planting StrategyConsolidated 

Statement of Activities

revenue

expenses

2021
Donations

Partnerships

Services and Events

Other Income

Total Revenue

Program

 Church planting

Supporting Services

 Management and General

 Fundraising

Total Expenses

 Change in net assets

Net assets, beginning of year

Net assets, end of year

$4,825,385.00

$1,550,611.54

$845,389.76

$817,954.71

$8,039,341.01

$6,491,301.42

$766,828.42

$600,408.37

$7,858,538.22

$961,373.87

$2,494,325.13 

$3,455,699.00

Ben Cachiaras 
Board Member

Mindy Caliguire 
Board Member

Julie Bullock Earp 
Board Member

Greg Nettle 
President

Steve Porter 
Board Member

Albert Tate 
Board Member

Stadia Navigation Team Stadia Board of Directors

*Reviewed financials as of 6/30/2021

Jul 2020-Jun 2021
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